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May and Might

May a might su modalne slovesa, ktoré pouzivame na vyjadrenie
moznosti, povoleni, poziadaviek, navrhov a dokonca aj kritiky. Teraz to
znie velmi narocne, ale verte mi, Ze to nie je vobec zlozité. V druhej
Casti nasej série sa hlavne zameriame na pouzitie may/might ak
hovorime o povoleniach a povieme si aj rozdiely medzi may/might

a can/could.

Povolenia

NajdolezZitejsie je povedat, Ze may/might su pouzZivane najma vo
Levreeerereeerrneeesnneeennes povoleniach. Su ovela menej pouzivané ako
can/could. Mnoho studentov si mysli, Ze prave ak si pytame povolenie,
musime pouzit may alebo might. Avsak je nutné vediet, Ze ovela viac sa
stretnete s can a could. Might znie dokonca az velmi formalne a
nepouziva sa velmi v priamych otazkach.

e May | putthe TVon?

e |/ wonder if | might have a little more cheese. (prirodzenejsSie ako
Might | have...)

May mbzeme pouZzit na udelenie povolenia a may not zase na
neudelenie povolenia, alebo vyjadrenie 2......cccoeeeevvveeneennne.

e May | put the TV on? — Yes, of course you may.
e May I borrow the car? — No, I’'m afraid you may not.
e Students may not use the staff car park.
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Mozno viete, Ze na vyjadrenie zakazu pouzivame aj sloveso must. To je
vsak o nieco silnejsie/ intenzivnejsie ako may.

e Students must not use the staff car park.

May a might zvyCajne nepouzivame ak hovorime o povoleniach, ktoré
uz boli (ne)udelené, o slobode, ktoru fudia uz maju, alebo o pravidlach
a zakonoch. V tomto pripade skér pouzivame can, could

e These days, children can/ are allowed to do what they like. (NOT
children may do what they like...)

e | could/ was allowed to read what | liked when | was a child. (NOT
I might have read what | liked...)

e Can you/ Are you allowed to park on both sides of the road here?
(Prirodzenejsie ako May you park....)

Zelania a nadeje

Na vyjadrenie Zelani a nadeji vo 4.........cccccuveeeuenenee. Style mb6zeme pouzit
sloveso may. Nie vSak sloveso might.

e | hope that the young couple may enjoy many years of happiness
together.
e let us pray that peace may soon return to our troubled land.
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Casto sa viak stretneme s pripadmi kedy je may pouZité na

May you both be very happy!
May God be with you.

May the New Year bring you all your heart desires.

May she rest in peace.
Navrhy a kritika

V6ueriieeerieeee e vetach moze byt sloveso might pouzité na
vyjadrenie navrhov a kritiky.

e You might try asking your uncle for a job. (ndvrh)

e You might ask before you borrow my car. (kritika)

e She might have told me she was going to stay out all night.
(kritika)

may/might...but

Vazbu may/might...but vyuzZivame VO VYZName 7.......ccceeveeeeeereennnne. alebo

e He may be clever, but he hasn’t got much common sense. (Even if/
Althought he’s very clever, he hasn't....)

e [t may be a comfortable car, but it uses a lot of petrol.

e She might have had a lovely voice when she was younger, but...

Toto je asi jediné pouZitie kedy nam may/might vyjadruju fakty a nie
moznosti.

e You may be my boss, but that doesn’t mean you’re better than
me.
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May/might vs can/could

Ako uZ bolo spomenuté, pri povoleniach vyuzivame can/could viac ako
may a might, ktoré su pouzivané hlavne vo formalnom style.

e Can | look at your paper?
e FExcuse me, may | look at your newspaper for a moment?

Studenti si ¢asto zamieRaju tieto slovesa, pretoze si ich prekladaju ako
“moct”. Vtedy sa stava, Ze pouziju may/might na vyjadrenie
T ludi, zvierat a veci. V tom je vSak velky rozdiel.
Porovnajme si...

e She’s lived in France. That’s why she can speak French. (V tomto
pripade nehovorime o moznostiach alebo povoleniach a teda
nemobzZeme pouzivat may. Veta , That’s why she may speak
French.” by bola nespravna.

e These roses can grow anywhere. (NOT These roses may grow
anywhere.)

e Can gases freeze? (NOT May gases freeze?)

e [n those days, everybody could find a job. (NOT ... everybody
might have found a job.)

Answers

1.formalnych, 2.zakazu, 3.be allowed, 4.formdalnom, 5.zaciatku, 6.kladny, 7.although (hoci), 8.even if (aj
ked), 9.schopnosti



